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*Nick Alarif and Kate Halloran are J.D. candidates, May 2011, at American 
University Washington College of Law.

Americas
The Caribbean’s fragile marine ecosystem is at a grave risk 

due to a non-native intruder, the red lionfish.1 The red lionfish 
is especially destructive to ecosystems because of its voracious 
eating habits.2 A single red lionfish is able to reduce the num-
ber of small fish in a coral patch reef by eighty percent in as 
little as five weeks.3 It is believed that the red lionfish was intro-
duced to the Atlantic during Hurricane Andrew in 1992, which 
is thought to have shattered private aquariums releasing the fish 
into Miami’s Biscayne Bay.4 Covered with poisonous pectoral 
spines, the red lionfish has no natural predator in the Atlantic 
and has increased in numbers tenfold from 2005 through 2007.5 

To try and solve this potentially devastating ecological 
threat, conservationists have developed an innovative plan by 
combining business and conservation: sell the fish to consum-
ers.6 Companies, such as Sea to Table, have begun to work with 
local fishermen in the Bahamas by helping the fishermen sell 
their red lionfish catch to upscale metropolitan restaurants in the 
United States.7 During initial trials in New York and Chicago, 
restaurants sold out of the red lionfish within two nights.8 

Asia 
A former luxury American ocean liner that is believed to be 

laden with high quantities of toxins recently arrived in Alang, 
India, the hub of India’s ship-breaking yards.9 The Platinum-II 
was previously anchored forty miles from Alang as the Indian 
government decided whether or not to allow the ship to be dis-
mantled on its shores.10 According to the Indian Platform on 
Ship-breaking, the Platinum-II contains close to 200 tons of 
asbestos and about 210 tons of materials contaminated by toxic 
polychlorinated biphenyls (“PCBs”) as well as radioactive 
substances.11 Groups such as Greenpeace opine that Alang’s 
ship-breaking yards are ill-equipped to safely dismantle such 
poison-laden ships.12 

The scrapping of the Platinum-II is in violation of the 
Basel Treaty,13 which bans signing countries, including India, 
from receiving hazardous waste from countries who have not 
signed the treaty, which includes the United States.14 However, 
Indian authorities have stipulated that the Platinum-II should be 
beached and disassembled in Alang, citing safety concerns that 
the Platinum-II was in too poor a condition and may break apart 
in the open ocean.15 Earlier this year, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency enacted fines against the owners of the Platinum-II 

in amounts close to $518,000 for illegal distribution and export 
of a ship containing PCBs. The Platinum-II, however, was not 
recalled to U.S. shores.16

In addition, the health costs of dismantling aging ocean-lin-
ers is extremely high to the local Indian shipyard workers; a 2006 
report by India’s Supreme Court showed that one in six Alang 
shipyard laborers was suffering from symptoms of asbestosis, a 
fatal illness, and that the number of fatal accidents in the ship-
yard was six times higher than even the average in the nations 
mining industry.17 Most shipyard laborers earn only about $2 to 
$3 a day. Even with such risks to workers, Indian authorities are 
hesitant to close down the shipyard as it is extremely profitable; 
scrapping a single ship can bring in revenues of close to $10 
million.18 

Africa
The proposed construction of a hydroelectric dam along 

the Zambezi River in Mozambique has stirred conflict between 
locals and environmental advocates.19 While government offi-
cials argue the dam will benefit local villages by supplying 
electricity and fostering development, environmental activists 
assert the construction will displace approximately 1,400 small 
farmers.20 The advocates also contend that another dam on the 
Zambezi River has negatively affected the ecology of the river, 
disrupting fishing and agriculture in the area, and that a second 
dam would only worsen the situation.21 The Mozambican gov-
ernment believes it can build the dam and minimize impacts to 
the environment.22 Construction is scheduled to begin in 2011.23

In eastern Africa, the United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme projects that $285 million is needed to stem a hunger 
crisis resulting from disastrous drought conditions.24 Some har-
vests have been completely wiped out.25 A severe lack of rainfall 
has contributed to the crisis and forced residents to drink water 
from contaminated sources.26 Oxfam argues that, in addition to 
addressing the immediate food needs of eastern Africa, better 
irrigation and wells are essential tools to reduce the impact of 
drought in the future.27 The Food and Agricultural Organization 
advocates a resilient variety of rice packed with more nutrition 
that could help curb the food crisis.28
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Europe
Swedes are gaining a fresh perspective on their food as 

many markets and restaurants are listing the amount of carbon 
dioxide emitted on package labels and menus.29 This initiative 
follows new nutritional guidelines released over the summer by 
the Swedish National Food Administration.30 The pioneering 
labels couple environmental concerns over climate change with 

health concerns.31 The guidelines advocate choosing vegetables 
and meats that require less energy to produce and do not rec-
ommend consuming fish due to Europe’s suffering fish stocks.32 
Critics argue that the average consumer may feel overwhelmed 
by the deluge of considerations when buying a bunch of carrots, 
and that it is difficult to accurately calculate the emissions gener-
ated by a food product.33
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