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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 

Over the next few months, Congress will be working on 
several major legislative areas that could significantly impact 
minority and underrepresented communities.  Listed below are a 
selection of important initiatives, many of which are relevant to 
the minority community, anticipated to be on the Congressional 
calendar over the spring and summer.    

 

Privatization of Social Security  
President Bush is making privatization of Social Security a 

top legislative priority in his second term.  The President  pro-
poses allowing workers to invest a portion of their payroll taxes 
in private bonds and stock mutual funds that the Administration 
predicts will have higher yields than traditional Social Security 
benefits.  Critics point out that the expenses incurred by the esti-
mated 100 million new private accounts would substantially 
impact the forecasted investment returns. Opponents are particu-
larly concerned that changing the safety-net program will cut the 
incomes of women and African Americans.  These groups dis-
proportionately rely on retirement, disability, and survivor bene-
fits from the government, and a reduction in this significant part 
of their income could result in increased economic hardship. 

 

Other bills, acts and resolutions that have been introduced 
this term or are pending include: 

 

S. 450 Count Every Vote Act 
Introduced by the Senators Clinton (D-NY), Boxer (D-CA), 

Kerry (D-MA), Lautenberg (D-NJ) Tubbs Jones (D-OH)  
This act will make several new voting requirements includ-

ing: all voting systems to produce a voter-verified paper record 
for use in manual recounts; at least one machine per precinct 
must provide for paper, audio, pictorial verification, and be ac-

cessible to language minorities; and a mandatory recount of 
voter-verified paper records in 2 percent of all polling places or 
precincts in each state.  

 

H.R. 663  Ex-Offenders Voting Rights Act of 2005 
Introduced by Representative Rangel 

This bill is introduced to override state laws that currently 
bar ex-felons from voting in federal elections. Currently,  
3,900,000 individuals in the United States, or 1 in 50 adults, 
cannot vote as a result of a felony conviction. Women represent 
about 500,000 of those 3,900,000 and thirteen percent of the 
African-American adult male population, or 1,400,000 African-
American men, are disenfranchised. 

 

Joint Resolution to Protect the Boy Scouts 
S. Con. Res. 4 and H. Con. Res. 6 

Senator Nelson (R-FL) introduced in the Senate and  
Representative  Hefley (R-Colo.) introduced in the  

House of Representatives 
This resolution, introduced in the Senate and the House, asserts 
that Congress should continue to exercise its statutory authority 
to support the activities of the Boy Scouts of America, in par-
ticular the national and world  Boy Scout Jamborees, despite the 
Boy Scouts policy of excluding gay scout masters and members. 
 

H. R. 1259  Gold Medal for Tuskegee Airmen 
Introduced by Representative Rangel  (D-NY) 

This bill will authorize the President to award a gold medal on 
behalf of the Congress, collectively, to the Tuskegee Airmen in 
recognition of their unique military record, which inspired revo-
lutionary reform in the Armed Forces. 
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