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* Chairman, Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works

Over the past six years the Environmental Protection 
Agency, under the guise of the Bush Administration, 
has rolled back countless environmental regulations 

that protect the air we breathe, the water we drink, and ensure 
the very health of our communities. Meanwhile, the rest of the 
world is moving ahead to address the greatest challenge of our 
generation—global warming. 

Historically, our nation has swiftly responded to scientific 
consensus to solve major environmental problems. When sci-
entists told us that the reason the Cuyahoga River caught fire in 
Ohio in l969 was because toxic pollution was accumulating there, 
we didn’t walk away from the challenge or await further study: 
we passed the Clean Water Act. When scientists told us why the 
air had become so polluted we could see it and were choking on 
it, we didn’t walk away from the challenge: we passed the Clean 
Air Act in l970. When scientists told us that contaminated tap 
water was causing widespread waterborne disease and exposing 
people to cancer, we didn’t walk away from the challenge: we 
passed the Safe Drinking Water Act in 1974. In none of these 
instances did the federal government ignore the challenge and in 
every one of these cases we are a better nation for it.

an overview of thiS iSSue:  
SuStainable DirectionS for DomeStic environmental law

by Senator Barbara Boxer*

At the moment, there are numerous environmental chal-
lenges facing our nation and the entire world; yet none greater 
than global warming. It is a challenge we should meet with hope 
and not fear. It is a challenge that will make us stronger as a nation 
if we meet it head-on. In order to meet the challenge of global 
warming, we need to cap and eventually reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. 
This will require action by all sectors of our economy. 

We must become far more energy efficient and cleaner. It 
is the federal government’s role to create incentives for new and 
green technologies. Electricity providers must look to renew-
able energy sources like wind and solar power, or capture and 
sequester their global warming emissions. Our national automo-
bile fleet must become dramatically more efficient. Our indus-
tries and buildings must become state-of-the-art energy savers 
through retrofitting existing stock and incorporating green design 
in new construction. 

America must lead the world in clean technology develop-
ment and renewable energy. It is essential for our economy’s 
ability to grow and remain internationally competitive. Other 
countries should become dependent on our clean technologies. It 
will be these technologies that will free us from our dependencies 
on foreign energy sources and will enable other economies to 
achieve development in a carbon-constrained world. 

It is also the federal government’s role to lead the inter-
national community. We will soon become the only industri-
alized country not to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. If we become 
reengaged with the international community and take the lead 
on climate change, other nations like India and China will fol-
low. Combating climate change will also help avoid other envi-
ronmental disasters like species extinction and prevent global 
political instability from floods, diseases, mass migration, and 
conflicts over water, food, and other natural resources. By facing 
this challenge now, we can maximize our chances of avoiding 
the most dangerous effects of climate change and capitalize on 
the tremendous opportunities that lie ahead. 

Our country’s response to global warming is not only a mea-
surement of international leadership, but also a reflection of our 
national character. From the National Environmental Policy Act 
to the very idea of a “cap-and-trade” this country has been a pio-
neer in environmental policy. The time has come for the United 
States to reclaim its position as the preeminent world leader in 
environmental policy—and not just global warming. 

Overview: continued on page 3
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Governor romney’S policy Statement
by Governor Mitt Romney

While I believe that any effective CO
2
 emission reduc-

tion program should be global, I believe in a “no 
regrets” approach to improve our energy efficiency, 

reduce our CO
2
 emissions, and end our dependency on foreign 

oil. America needs an energy plan that includes reducing our 
consumption of oil; increasing our use of alternative sources of 
energy like nuclear, ethanol, and biodiesel; and investing in the 
necessary research and development programs for alternative 
energy, energy efficiency, and low-carbon technologies. These 
actions will enable us to heat our homes, drive our vehicles, and 
run our businesses with a much smaller environmental footprint 
than ever before.

I believe we must become energy independent. As I always 
do when I look for solutions to America’s problems, I look to 

America’s greatest source of strength—the American people. 
We need to be fostering American ingenuity and innovation to 
develop new technologies. The government can play an impor-
tant role. It is imperative that we increase our energy research 
funding. We need to initiate our generation’s equivalent of the 
Manhattan Project to develop these new technologies. We must 
create new economic sources of energy—clean energy, as well 
as new energy-efficient technologies. We should be licensing 
these technologies to other countries as well as employing them 
here at home. The government should be working with industry 
to accelerate the rate at which these technologies enter the mar-
ket. These actions will enable us to heat our homes, drive our 
vehicles, and run our businesses with a much smaller environ-
mental footprint than ever before.

republican canDiDateS’ enerGy anD environment StatementS

Rudy Giuliani:
No issue statement found on campaign website.

Mike Huckabee:  
Energy:          http://www.mikehuckabee.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Issues.View&Issue_id=21

Duncan Hunter: 
No issue statement found on campaign website.

John McCain:
Environment: http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/65bd0fbe-737b-4851-a7e7-d9a37cb278db.htm

Mitt Romney: 
Energy: http://www.mittromney.com/Issue-Watch/Energy
See also Governor Romney’s statement above.

Ron Paul: 
Environment: http://www.ronpaul2008.com/issues/environment/

Fred Thompson:
Energy:  http://www.fred08.com/Principles/PrinciplesSummary.aspx?View=OnTheIssues

This issue of Sustainable Development Law & Policy 
examines critical domestic issues requiring the attention of envi-
ronmental policymakers and this Congress. The issue examines 
the impact a harmonized federal renewable portfolio standard 
would have on the electricity sector. The issue also looks to the 
role a renewable portfolio standard should play within the con-
text of a carbon dioxide cap-and-trade regime. This issue also 
explores the need to move the domestic and international cli-
mate discussion toward adaptation policies. Articles also look to 

global environmental legal developments to highlight the United 
States’ need to update our chemical management and oceans 
governance structures. The federal Coastal Zone Management 
Act is also explored within the context of California’s offshore 
oil drilling battle with the federal government. The need to ade-
quately fulfill the National Environmental Policy Act require-
ments to examine the impact of increases in oil and gas drilling, 
or tar sands and oil shale development and other interesting top-
ics are also explored in this issue.

Overview: continued from page 2


	Sustainable Development Law & Policy
	An Overview of This Issue: Sustainable Directions for Domestic Environmental Law
	Barbara Boxer
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1292820123.pdf.7wKB3

