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Governor Romney’s Policy Statement
by Governor Mitt Romney

While I believe that any effective CO
2
 emission reduc-

tion program should be global, I believe in a “no 
regrets” approach to improve our energy efficiency, 

reduce our CO
2
 emissions, and end our dependency on foreign 

oil. America needs an energy plan that includes reducing our 
consumption of oil; increasing our use of alternative sources of 
energy like nuclear, ethanol, and biodiesel; and investing in the 
necessary research and development programs for alternative 
energy, energy efficiency, and low-carbon technologies. These 
actions will enable us to heat our homes, drive our vehicles, and 
run our businesses with a much smaller environmental footprint 
than ever before.

I believe we must become energy independent. As I always 
do when I look for solutions to America’s problems, I look to 

America’s greatest source of strength—the American people. 
We need to be fostering American ingenuity and innovation to 
develop new technologies. The government can play an impor-
tant role. It is imperative that we increase our energy research 
funding. We need to initiate our generation’s equivalent of the 
Manhattan Project to develop these new technologies. We must 
create new economic sources of energy—clean energy, as well 
as new energy-efficient technologies. We should be licensing 
these technologies to other countries as well as employing them 
here at home. The government should be working with industry 
to accelerate the rate at which these technologies enter the mar-
ket. These actions will enable us to heat our homes, drive our 
vehicles, and run our businesses with a much smaller environ-
mental footprint than ever before.

Republican Candidates’ Energy and Environment Statements

Rudy Giuliani:
No issue statement found on campaign website.

Mike Huckabee:  
Energy:          http://www.mikehuckabee.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Issues.View&Issue_id=21

Duncan Hunter: 
No issue statement found on campaign website.

John McCain:
Environment:	 http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/65bd0fbe-737b-4851-a7e7-d9a37cb278db.htm

Mitt Romney: 
Energy:	 http://www.mittromney.com/Issue-Watch/Energy
See also Governor Romney’s statement above.

Ron Paul: 
Environment:	 http://www.ronpaul2008.com/issues/environment/

Fred Thompson:
Energy: 	 http://www.fred08.com/Principles/PrinciplesSummary.aspx?View=OnTheIssues

This issue of Sustainable Development Law & Policy 
examines critical domestic issues requiring the attention of envi-
ronmental policymakers and this Congress. The issue examines 
the impact a harmonized federal renewable portfolio standard 
would have on the electricity sector. The issue also looks to the 
role a renewable portfolio standard should play within the con-
text of a carbon dioxide cap-and-trade regime. This issue also 
explores the need to move the domestic and international cli-
mate discussion toward adaptation policies. Articles also look to 

global environmental legal developments to highlight the United 
States’ need to update our chemical management and oceans 
governance structures. The federal Coastal Zone Management 
Act is also explored within the context of California’s offshore 
oil drilling battle with the federal government. The need to ade-
quately fulfill the National Environmental Policy Act require-
ments to examine the impact of increases in oil and gas drilling, 
or tar sands and oil shale development and other interesting top-
ics are also explored in this issue.

Overview: continued from page 2
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