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Zimmerman: Jonathan Crowe & Kylie Weston-Scheuber: Principles of Internation

Jonathan Crowe, an associate professor at the T.C. Beirne
School of Law at the University of Queensland, collaborated
over a ten-year period with barrister Kylie Weston-Scheuber
to develop a brief yet versatile resource on international
humanitarian law. The resulting text, Principles of International
Humanitarian Law, provides an overview of the law that governs
conflicts, including permissible methods of warfare and pro-
tected persons, while identifying motivating factors underlying
the development and adherence to international humanitarian
law.

Serving more as a primer than an analytical text on interna-
tional humanitarian law, the authors explore the law of armed
conflict through its history and philosophical foundations.
Starting with “the basic values that unite human societies,” the
authors identify the momentum behind creating a global legal
regime to govern warfare — to solidify customary law principles
that seek to mitigate the effects of warfare long after the conflict
has ended. This common foundation for international humani-
tarian law resurfaces when considering multilateral treaty for-
mation, weapons prohibitions, and state liability. Throughout
the text, Crowe and Weston-Scheuber reaffirm the humanitarian
basis for the development of laws governing conduct in warfare.

While focusing on international humanitarian law, the authors
place the fundamental legal principles involved in armed conflict
into context with auxiliary international legal doctrines, such
as human rights law and international criminal law. The final
chapter, Chapter 8, is devoted to individual liability, addressing
how violations of international humanitarian law operate under
international criminal law. In Chapter 6, the authors emphasize
the broad scope of human rights law within the narrow scope of
international humanitarian law — how human rights law con-
tributes, but is subordinate, to international humanitarian law
in armed conflicts. By addressing additional legal principles,
the authors present the realistic development and application of
international humanitarian law — it does not exist in a vacuum
but consistently requires consideration of legal doctrines found
outside of the principles of international humanitarian law. The
authors dedicate an entire chapter to the parallels and tension
between international humanitarian law and human rights law,
posing thoughtful questions in response to the challenges in
reconciling these two legal fields in armed conflict situations.
For instance, while international humanitarian law applies in an
armed conflict, the authors identify friction with the underlying
application of human rights law, particularly where “interna-
tional humanitarian law requires an action that international
human rights law prohibits.”

In subsequent chapters, the authors avoided substantial com-
mentary on current issues in international humanitarian law,
but rather focused on the fundamental principles that guide
international humanitarian law. While grappling with these fun-
damental principles, Crowe and Weston-Scheuber also discussed
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challenges developing within conflict classification and the law
of armed conflict — such as the 2006 conflict in Lebanon. This
conflict raises concerns over the “delineation of the boundaries
between types of conflict” since conflicts between a state (Israel)
and non-state entity (Hezbollah) in the territory of another state
(Lebanon) fall outside the typical classification of international
armed conflict or non-international armed conflict. In re-empha-
sizing the common human values in international humanitar-
ian law, the authors recognize, however, the variable respect
for international humanitarian norms in conflict situations.
Throughout the text, the authors encourage the reader to explore
the real-life application of these rules and principles, such as
ambiguities in the use of the term “right” and why conflict
definitions are important in actual conflicts. The authors pose
questions to readers on whether an organized criminal organiza-
tion may be considered an organized armed group. Although the
authors do not provide an answer, they instead demonstrate the
complexity involved in classifying conflicts, combatants, and
permissible means and methods of warfare.

While generally providing a broad perspective on the devel-
opment and application of international humanitarian law, the
authors overlooked a few opportunities to emphasize the full
extent of the global support for these principles. Integrated
throughout the book is a focus on the ethical and philosophical
basis behind the codification of international humanitarian law
principles within customary international law and the Geneva
Conventions. As a result, the book primarily provides a western-
centric discussion of the Greek and Roman contributions to
the laws of armed conflict, while avoiding discussion of other
cultural underpinnings that supported the global adoption of the
fundamental principles that govern conduct in war. Despite these
minor critiques, the book provides a clear and concise explana-
tion of fundamental principles of international humanitarian law.
The authors successfully incorporate the philosophical, ethical,
and legal context and demonstrate that the “continued effective-
ness” of international humanitarian law “depends not so much
on the formal status of the applicable legal documents, as on the
continuation of the international spirit of cooperation that those
documents reflect.”

In just 191 pages, the authors manage to develop a resource
that will be useful to a range of readers. Logically organized
to progress through more nuanced principles in international
humanitarian law, each chapter begins with a concise overview
of the topic to be addressed while referring back to principles
and treaties discussed in prior chapters. This structure allows
the reader to proceed methodically through the text or to quickly
skim the chapter on protection of civilians to understand prohib-
ited attacks. As a student, you would reach for this book to help
provide a basic understanding of the Geneva Conventions and
the foundations of international humanitarian law as expressed
in the 7adi opinion by the International Criminal Tribunal for
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the former Yugoslavia. As a practitioner, this book provides a adaptable to a diverse group of readers, unraveling the complex-
useful review of basic concepts as well as extensive references ity of international humanitarian law for all.

to additional resources meant to expand on these fundamental
principles in international humanitarian law. Crowe and Weston-
Scheuber have skillfully developed a text that is accessible and

Chelsea Zimmerman, a JD. Candidate at the American
University Washington College of Law reviewed Principles of
International Humanitarian Law for the Human Rights Brief.
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