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‘Rooney
Rule’
called

milestone

for NFL.

“ADVANCING THE BALL:
RACE, REFORMATION AND
THE QUEST FOR EQUAL
(COACHING OPPORTUNITY
IN THE NFL”

By N. Jeremi Duru
Oxford University Press ($24.95)

By Bob Hoover
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

As head coach Mike Tomlin
brings the Pittsburgh Steelers to
his second Super Bowl in three
vears tonight, here’s a refresher
course on how team owner Dan
Rooney helped open a path for
M. Tomlin and other African-
Americans to top jobs in the
National Football League.

Although_Oxford publishes
highly regarded academic books,

“Advancing the Ball” delivers a

mass-market account of the his-

tory of the so-called Rooney Rule
by a Temple University law pro-
fessor.

That rule, promoted by Mr.
Rooney was devised in late 2002
to prod NFL owners to widen
their search for new coaches by
including African-Americans in
their prospective candidate list.
At that point, the NFL, coaching
ranks were predominately white,
along standing practice.

mi Duru provides a
straightforward account of the
campaign started by attorneys
Johnny Cochran of 0.J. Simpson
fame, and lesser-known Cyrus
Mehri, an Iranian-American.

The two were successful in
convincingthe NFL toadopt their
proposal that teams must offer
minority coaching prospects
interviews. Mr. Rooney’s efforts
proved crucial to the teams’ una-
nanimous acceptance.

According to Mr. Duru, coach
‘Tomlin won the Steeler job over
more experienced white can-
didates on the strength of that
interview.

He also reminds us that the

_Rooney Rule didn't emerge
overnight; the Black Coaches
Visitation Program_endorsed
by former Commis:
Rozelle exposed Afr
ican coaches at black colleges to
NFL pre-season camps and Bill
‘Walsh, onetime San Francisco
49'er coach sponsored an intern-
ship program for black coaching
prospects.

The Rooney Rule is the latest
in the football league’s efforts to
diversify the management of its.
teams whose |mlers are filled

N. Je

urus ilustration of this
progress is the 2007 Super Bowl
with head coaches Lovie Smith
of the Chicago Bears and Tony
3 - Steeler, leading

lis.

the Baltmore

Bob Hoover: 412:263-16340r
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Dr. Jonas Salk gives the polio vaccine to a child as part of the Pittshurgh field trials in 1954,

GOOD SHO'TS

From scare
tactics to
straight
reporting,

endorse
vaceinations

By Vivian Nereim
Pitsburgh Post Gazette

Scientists understand
now better than ever how
vaccination wor
how to make it sa X
whispers among mx ents
spread quickly:

Do vaccines cause
autism? Epilepsy? TIs
there mercury ir
Alive viru:

Arecent study in Pedi-
atrics reported that 25
percent of parents believe
vaccines can cause devel-
opmental disorders in
children, despite over-
whelming evidence to the
contrary, Seth Mnookin
writes ‘in “The Panic

irus.”

It is an angry, hurt
ful topic to breach. Both
sides have devastating
anecdotes about sick chil-
dren and families forever
changed. Who can chal-
lenge that?

So in many ways, it is
brave of Mr. Mnookin, a
magazine journalist, and
Pa ffit, an infec-
tious disease specialist,
to tackle the issue, as they
do in their new books.

ould  easily
flounder in the ocean of
research, conjecture and
anecdote that surrounds
the vaccine controversy,
surfacing years later a
‘madman or worse.

Mr. Mnookin and Dr.
ot share the same
e vast major-
T of reliable rescarch
shows vaccines cannot
cause disorders such as
autism. They approach
their arguments in radi-
cally different ways,
though, producing w
a3 diiorent a5 thér back,
grounds.

To read sithr hook
is to receive an educ
tion. Both summarize
the extensive research
done on the issue. Both
chronicle the growth of a
‘market behind anti-vac-
cine advocates; personal
injury lawyersand people
selling cures for autism
make money off vulner-
able families, a practice

“THE PANIC VIRUS:
ATRUE STORY OF
MEDICINE, SCIENCE

FEAR"

By Seth Mnookin.
Simon & Schuster
($26.99

Seth Mnookin

Dr. Offit calls “the cot-
tage industry of false
hope.” And both outline
what Mnookin calls the
ng paradox” about

ccines:
The more pffecuvp
they are, the

essary they seem. e

"Bt Dr. Offits book
is, as the title suggests, a

is
a far broader project, a
Tively story about bad sci-
ence, reactive policy and
shoddy journalism, told
by a curious narrator
While “Deadly Choices”
willplease a more limited
audience — likely people
uho already agree wih

r. Offit — “The Panic
Vhudhas tho potential
toentertainand enlighten
many.

Dr. Offit goes to great
lengths to describe in his
‘book the horrors inflicted
by diseases that are now
prevented by vaccinations.
He also demonstrates
well the impact that anti-
vaccine programs had on
vaccination rates, linking
drops in vaccination to
outbreaks of disease.

e his obvious
views, he does not sugar-
coat the history of vac-
cines. He discusses some
low points, such asa 1950s
episode when 120,000 chil
dren were injected with
an incorrectly manufac-
tured vaccine devised by
Dr. Jonas Salk that con-
tained live polio virus.
Two hundred were para-
Iyzedand 10 died.

But he clearly believes
in one truth, plain and

oral:

“DEADLY CHOICES:
HOW THE ANTI-
VACCINE MOVEMENT
THREATENS
US ALL”

By Paul A, Offt
Basic Books ($27.50)

P
Paul A. Offit

The benefits of vac-
cines far outweigh their
risks, and that anyone
who tries to convince the
public otherwise is guilty
of circuitous murder.

Dr Offi’s most compel-
ling argument cmncs m a
chapter where he
pares ho choice fo not
\"\cc)nate with the trag-

f the wider dimen-

sion

s P, more
people have chosen not
to vaccinate, herd immu-
nity has broken down.”

in later chapters,
though, he oversimplifies
the controversy.

Ultimately, his ten-
dency to attack those who
disagree with him will
leave a bad taste in many
readers’ mouths. His tone
undercuts the weight of

s vidence, turning
the book into a missed
opportunity. As someone
who has received death
threats from anti-vaccine
advocates, Dr. Offit has
legitimate reasons to feel
under siege. But if he
wants to defend himself,
why not do so openly?

Particularly troubling
reveals the
financial interests of oth-
ers to discredit them, but
does not discuss his own
as ntor of a
rotavirus vaccine. This
does not automatically
color his arguments, but
when he discusses the
vaccine without disclos-
ing his role, it invites

Mr. Mnookin is more
interested in how flawed
information spreads than

laying blame,
though he certainly does
that, too. As a result, his

book is a more ex)
work than Dr. Off
“The Panic Virus” dips
into Aristotelian philoso-
phy. and e\plorea conspir-
v the n one chap-

{61, a broad discussion of
scientific progress, Mr.
Mnookin writes about.
Newtonian = mechanics
and Einstein's theory of
relativity, yet manages
to squeeze in a footnote
about true love.

One of the most tell-
ing differences between
the books is the way he
includes a fuller spec-
trum of parental views,
presenting them with
nuance. He acknowl-
edges, unlike Dr. Offit,
that parenting is about

decisions, not rational
evaluation. He is respect-
ful of and sympathetic
to parents who believe
their child’s autism was
caused by vaccines, even
as he dismantles their
evidence.

Mr. Mnookin also
outlines basic scientific
knowledge that Dr. Offit
perhaps wrongly assumes
of his readers, explaining
principals such as nature
vs. nurture, correlation
and causation amid the
impossibility of disprov-
inga negative.

Finally, he provides a
much deeper history of
vaccines than Dr. Offit,
reaching back to eighth-
century India and Puri-
tan New England, where
a slave of Cotton Mather
described being inocu-
lated as a child in Africa.

Mr. Mnoukm eventu-
ally makes
and plea. Unfortl\na(?]y.
the first half of his book
is stronger than the sec-
ond. He ends with a pro-
vocative chapter titled
“Casualties of a war built
on lies,” a phrase that
sounds more like Dr.
Offit's than his own.

Still, his argument is
more complex than that
title lets on; he outlines a
messy problem, one with
o easy answers,

Both books are worth
reading, but to read
“The Panic Virus” after
“Deadly Choices” is to
wer the larger story.

For a related story that
ran_Jan. 23 on how the
‘medical community and
some patients are starting
1o push back against the

Before
the ‘big
bang’

Penn State
scientist scores
breakthrough
about cosmos

By Fred Bortz

Move over, Stephen Hawking.
Make way for Penn State Uni-
versity physics professor Martin
Bojowald.

His new book describes what
may turn out to be a definitive
breakthrough toward  solving
the greatest problem in modern
Though 10 one expects
rofessor to outsell the charis-
‘matic Mr. Hawking, “Once Before

Time” is a more worthy succes-
sor to Mr. Hawking's 1980s mega-
seller, “A Brief History of Time.”
than is his new one, “The Grand.

“ONCE BEFORE TIME:
AWHOLE STORY OF THE
UNIVERSE”

By Martin Bojowald
Knopf ($27.95)

Mr. Bojowald's story begins in
2000 W was a 27-vear-old

researcher in cosmology at Penn

requires a solid grasp of two suc-
cessful but incompatible theories
— generalrelativity and quantum

neral relativity describes
gravity as the result of the warp-
ing of space and time due to the
distribution of mass-energy
withinit.

Quantum mechanics describes
how waves and particles become
two faces of the same phenom-
enon, described mathematically
asa wave function.

vo theories are incompat-
ible. General relativity assumes
(hat space and time can take on
v value along a continuum,
While quantam mechamics gots
its name because properties of
‘mass and energy only take on dis-
crete values —states described by
aset of quantum numbers.

Y these appar-

ed theories must

‘mismateh _
both apply in two important phe-

nomenon — the Big Bang “sin-
gularity,” in which our universe
of matter, energy, space and time
emerged from a timeless, infi-
nitely dense state; and a similar
singularity that exists in the
heart of a black hole.

Since all entities in the uni-
verse appear o be quantized, the
resolution to this incompatibility
seems to lie in finding a way to
quantize general relativity. That
is what M. Bojowald was trying
to do when he ignored a piece of
conventional wisdom, and, in
what he describes as a fortunate
accident, emerged with a mathe-
‘matical description with surpris-
ing consequences.

“That approach has come to be
called “loop quantum cosmology.”
The name s result of its connec-

n to loop quantum gravity, a
theoretical alternative to what
is lmown collectively as string
theor

Thats where Mr. Hawking's
new book comes in. Like him,
Bojowold manages to describe
these complicated ideas without
bogging down in mathematical
notation. And like Mr. Hawking,
he manages to help readers over
the difficult spots with entertain-
ing and literate prose.

But unlike the British scien-
tist, he shows a way fo turn the
spacetime continuum into a fab-
ric knitted together from discrete
loops, malking it possible to avoid
the singularity

"This leads to whathe calls“The
astonishing result: ... unflinch-
ingly, the wave function of the
universe wends its way before
and behind the big bang, without
even takingnotice of the potential
singularity.”

The astonishment arises
because the theory makes it possi-
ble to speak of, and even discover,
some properties of a predecessor
universe,

It removes a philosophical
sticking point that many physi-
cists have had with existing theo-
ries. No longer do they have to
say that there was no such thing
as time or space before the Big
Bang.

His discovery, when fully
developed, has the potential to be
“the ultimate theory explaining
not only the temporal course of
the universe but also the fact that
there is only a single universe.”

e closes with humility about
his own theor
general. Science’s great strength
is its ability to describe the prac-
tical “what” and “how” and leave
the grand “why” to philosophy.

“Despite the almost infoxi-
cating progress in science,” he
writes, “one must alwa )
in mind its limitations, which
become especially clear at its
frontiers.”

vement, g0
10 wuww post-gazette.com.

Vivian Nereim: vnere-
im@post-gazette.com or
412.263-1413.

Monoeuile resident  Fred
Bortz is sicist and author of
the 21)!/1 (Y'ﬂmn‘ scientific history
“Phys ) Decade” and
1Boiher boksor oting readers

https://www-pressreader-com.proxywcl.wrlc.org/usa/pittsburgh-post-gazette/20110206/page/1
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