
Human Rights Brief Human Rights Brief 

Volume 24 Issue 2 Article 12 

2021 

U.S. "Asylum Cooperative Agreements" With Central American U.S. "Asylum Cooperative Agreements" With Central American 

Countries Are Unlawful Countries Are Unlawful 

Maria Alejanda Torres 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief 

 Part of the Human Rights Law Commons, and the International Humanitarian Law Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Maria Alejanda Torres (2021) "U.S. "Asylum Cooperative Agreements" With Central American Countries 
Are Unlawful," Human Rights Brief: Vol. 24: Iss. 2, Article 12. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/vol24/iss2/12 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington College of Law Journals & Law Reviews 
at Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Human Rights Brief by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law. 
For more information, please contact kclay@wcl.american.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/vol24
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/vol24/iss2
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/vol24/iss2/12
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fhrbrief%2Fvol24%2Fiss2%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/847?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fhrbrief%2Fvol24%2Fiss2%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1330?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fhrbrief%2Fvol24%2Fiss2%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/vol24/iss2/12?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fhrbrief%2Fvol24%2Fiss2%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:kclay@wcl.american.edu


!"#$!%!&'$()*+#,&-.'&)./$!'01#-23!&4!-#+!$&*$(4&
%($!&5$!6)!.#789&:5&;),#$-30-&5-03,&#(&#-<!&-1#0(.=&#+!$!&
4033&).'()2#!'3>&2!&%($!&1(%%).0#0!,&30<!&?-$-%2-7&
@+!&;),#$-30-.&*(A!$.%!.#&0,&A0(3-#0.*&#+!&$0*+#&#(&
305!=&'!30.!-#!'&0.&#+!&:BBCD=&:BEFBD=&-.'&GHID:C=&
2>&5-030.*&#(&/$(A0'!&,-5!&'$0.<0.*&4-#!$&#(&-33&/!(/3!,7&
:.&I@=&4+!$!&-&,0*.0J1-.#&/!$1!.#&(5&#+!&/(/)3-#0(.&0,&
$)$-3&-.'&(5&K0$,#&I-#0(.,&'!,1!.#=&0#&0,&0%/!$-#0A!&#+-#&
#+!&I@&*(A!$.%!.#&#-<!,&5)$#+!$&-1#0(.&2>&!.-1#0.*&
3!*0,3-#0(.&#(&1(%/3>&40#+&#+!&I@;&-.'&!.,)$!&#+-#&-33&
/!$,(.,&+-A!&!6)-3&-11!,,&#(&,-5!=&13!-.&'$0.<0.*&4-L
#!$78M&&;),#$-30-&+-,&A0(3-#!'&0.#!$.-#0(.-3&-.'&'(%!,L
#01&3-4&2>&5-030.*&#(&-''$!,,&#+!&0,,)!&(5&1(.#-%0.-#!'&
4-#!$&5($&(A!$&-&'!1-'!7&@+!&;),#$-30-.&*(A!$.%!.#&
.!!',&#(&/$0($0#0N!&#+!&.!!',&(5&K0$,#&I-#0(.,&1(%L
%).0#0!,&#(&J.'&-&,),#-0.-23!=&,-5!&,(3)#0(.&#(&/$(#!1#&
!A!$>&;),#$-30-.O,&$0*+#&#(&4-#!$7&

89&G7I7&P-#!$=&!"#$%&"'(&)*+,"#$&)-"'.$=&G7I7=&+##/,QRR4447
).4-#!$7($*R4-#!$L5-1#,R130%-#!L1+-.*!R&S3-,#&A0,0#!'&F!/#7&TU=&
TUTUVW&/#"#$&01&#-$&)*+,"#$&2$30%#&45678&9:;#%"*+"<;&)-"'.+'.&)*+=
,"#$>&BF:DX&Y&;Z[\]7&^Z_`aZ&bc&d`\`b_b]bef=&+##/,QRR4447
1,0$(7-)R!.RD!,!-$1+RX-.';R;$!-,R;,,!,,0.*L()$L130%-#!R
F#-#!L(5L#+!LB30%-#!LTUghRD!/($#L-#L-L*3-.1!&S3-,#&)/'-#!'&H!17&
TU=&TUgiV7
8M&456?&)$';:;&@:+AB/#"#;=&;:3%"&.(#!&gMW&D(>1!&j)$%!3(A,=&C+.-&
D$E$*;&01&F%"'+:,&+'&G%+'B+'.&!"#$%&01&HI&)0,,:'+#J=&I:@k&
Sl)37&8g=&TUTUV=&+##/,QRR4447,2,71(%7-)R.0#AR-$#013!RTUTURUmR8gR
+0*+L3!A!3,L)$-.0)%L'$0.<0.*L4-#!$L.#L1(%%).0#>&S.(#0.*&#+-#&
I@&'(!,&.(#&+-A!&-&3-4&,!##0.*&-&%0.0%)%&,#-.'-$'&5($&'$0.<0.*&
4-#!$=&).30<!&(#+!$&,#-#!,&-.'&#!$$0#($0!,V7

&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&

&
;#&#+!&2!*0..0.*&(5&TUTU=&#+!&@$)%/&-'%0.0,#$-#0(.&
-..().1!'&#+-#&0#&4()3'&2!*0.&'!/($#0.*&d!"01-.&
-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&#(&n)-#!%-3-&#(&13-0%&-,>3)%&#+!$!=&
-,&/-$#&(5&-&203-#!$-3&-*$!!%!.#&40#+&n)-#!%-3-7g&&@+!&
G.0#!'&F#-#!,&0,&4($<0.*&(.&,0%03-$&-*$!!%!.#,&40#+&
o(.')$-,&-.'&E3&F-3A-'($7T&&;3#+()*+&#+!&%!'0-&+-,&
$!5!$$!'&#(&#+!,!&-*$!!%!.#,&-,&pF-5!&@+0$'&B().#$>q&
-*$!!%!.#,=&#+!&G7F7&*(A!$.%!.#&1-33,&#+!%&p;,>3)%&
B((/!$-#0A!&;*$!!%!.#,q&Sp;B;,qV&0.,(5-$&-,&#+!&*(AL
!$.%!.#&+-,&.!*(#0-#!'&1((/!$-#0(.&40#+&#+!,!&,#-#!,&

K&L"%M"&9*$N"'(%"&I0%%$;&O";&P0%'&+'&Q0.0#R>&)0*0,P+">&"'(&-";&
*+E$(&+'&#-$&F'+#$(&/#"#$;&;+'A$&;-$&O";&#-%$$&J$"%;&0*(S&Q$+'.&"&
D"#+'&9,$%+A"'&+,,+.%"'#&-";&.%$"#*J&;-"3$(&-$%&O0%*(E+$O>&";&
O$**&";&-$%&"A"($,+A&"'(&A"%$$%&+'#$%$;#;S&9T$%&A0,3*$#+'.&-$%&
6D&J$"%&"#&9,$%+A"'&F'+E$%;+#J&!";-+'.#0'&)0**$.$&01&D"O>&;-$&
#%"';1$%%$(&#0&H$O&U0%B&F'+E$%;+#J&/A-00*&01&D"OS&/-$&";3+%$;&#0&
O0%B&+'&A+E+*&%+.-#;&"'(&+'#$%'"#+0'"*&-:,"'&%+.-#;&*"OS&9*$N"'(%"&
O"'#;&#0&#-"'B&#-$&C:,"'&2+.-#;&Q%+$1&10%&+'#%0(:A+'.&-$%&#0&#-$&
O0%*(&01&-:,"'&%+.-#;&;A-0*"%;-+3&;0&$"%*J&+'&-$%&A"%$$%S&/-$&+;&
.%"#$1:*&#-"#&#-$&Q%+$1&-";&A0'#+':$(&#0&3%0E+($&-$%&O+#-&#-$&03=
30%#:'+#J&#0&$V3*0%$&-$%&+'#$%$;#;&"'(&;-"%$&-$%&+($";S&/-$&O+;-$;&
#-$&Q%+$1&A0'#+':$(&;:AA$;;S
g&C$0,1033-&;3A-$!N&Y&n!.!A-&F-.',=&F/&#0&/$'(&L$V+A"'&9;J*:,&
/$$B$%;&#0&W:"#$,"*"=&BII&Cb]7&Sl-.7&m=&TUTUV=&+##/,QRR4447
1..71(%RTUTURUgRUmR/(30#01,R),L,!.'0.*L%!"01-.L-,>3)%L,!!<L
!$,L*)-#!%-3-R0.'!"7+#%37&&
T&n!.!A-&F-.',&!#&-37=&I%:,3&9(,+'+;#%"#+0'&Q$.+';&G$30%#=
+'.&9;J*:,&/$$B$%;&#0&W:"#$,"*"=&BII&Cb]7&SI(A7&Tg=&TUgiV=&
+##/,QRR44471..71(%RTUgiRggRTgR/(30#01,R*)-#!%-3-L-,>L
3)%L-*$!!%!.#R0.'!"7+#%37&

!"#"$%&'()*+$
,--./01234/$

&50//+/62'7$8329$
,/6201)$&+/03:16$
,-*6203/'$&0/$

!6)18;*)
PJ&L"%M"&9*$N"'(%"&

I0%%$;K

k(37&Tr :,,)!&T #2*</62$,-)*+6' gTT

: U.S. "Asylum Cooperative Agreements" With Central American Countries Are Unlawful



#(&'0A!$#&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&5$(%&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,78&&@+!&
;B;,&-$!&-.&-##!%/#&2>&#+!&1)$$!.#&-'%0.0,#$-#0(.&
#(&/$!A!.#&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&4+(&#$-.,0#&#+$()*+&#+!&
I($#+!$.&@$0-.*3!&Sn)-#!%-3-=&o(.')$-,=&-.'&E3&F-3L
A-'($V&-.'&d!"01(&5$(%&$!-1+0.*&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,7&
o(4!A!$=&#+!,!&;B;,&A0(3-#!&#+!&G7F7&D!5)*!!&;1#&(5&
gihU&-.'&#+!&GI&B(.A!.#0(.&-.'&C$(#(1(3&D!3-#0.*&
#(&#+!&F#-#),&(5&D!5)*!!,=&4+01+&2(#+&/$(#!1#&$!5)*!!,&
-.'&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,7r

C!(/3!&5$(%&d!"01(&-.'&B!.#$-3&;%!$01-&%0*$-#!&#(&
-.'&,!!<&-,>3)%&0.&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,&#(&!,1-/!&*-.*&
A0(3!.1!=&/!$A-,0A!&/(A!$#>=&'(%!,#01&A0(3!.1!=&!1(L
.(%01&0.!6)-30#>=&/(30#01-3&#)$%(03=&#+!&-s!$%-#+&(5&
10A03&4-$,=&.-$1(L#$-t1<0.*=&-.'&.-#)$-3&'0,-,#!$,&
1-),!'&2>&130%-#!&1+-.*!79&&@+!&0%%0*$-#0(.&'!2-#!&
0.&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,&0,&%(,#3>&1!.#!$!'&(.&1)$#-030.*&
0%%0*$-#0(.&#(&#+!&G7F7&2!1-),!&,(%!&/(30#010-.,&
5$-%!&0%%0*$-#0(.&-,&0.'0A0')-3&'!10,0(.,&#(&#-<!&
-'A-.#-*!&(5&-,>3)%&$!30!5=&0.,#!-'&(5&-.-3>N0.*&+(4&
#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,&+-,&,!.#&#$((/,&#(&#+!&$!*0(.=&2$02!'&
*(A!$.%!.#,&#+!$!=&-.'&,)//($#!'&!30#!,&4+(&/$(L
#!1#&G7F7&2),0.!,,&0.#!$!,#,=&#+!$!2>&/3->0.*&-&$(3!&0.&
!.*!.'!$0.*&,>,#!%01&0,,)!,7M&H!,/0#!&#+!&+0,#($>&(5&
G7F7&0.A(3A!%!.#&0.&#+!&$!*0(.=&#+!&@$)%/&-'%0.0,#$-L
#0(.&+-,&.(#&-''$!,,!'&#+!&$(3!&(5&G7F7&5($!0*.&/(301>&
0.&1(.#$02)#0.*&#(&A0(3!.1!&-.'&'!,#-2030N-#0(.&0.&#+!&
$!*0(.7&D-#+!$=&0#&+-,&,()*+#&#(&A0305>&0%%0*$-.#,=&&
&
&

8&lZ[\uv`&cb_&:wwue_ax\[=&9;J*:,&)003$%"#+E$&9.%$$,$'#&
Q"AB.%0:'($%&Sl-.7&Tr=&TUTUV=&&+##/,QRRy),#01!5($0%%0*$-.#,7($*R
4+-#L4!L-$!L4($<0.*L(.R-,>3)%R-,>3)%L1((/!$-#0A!L-*$!!L
%!.#L2-1<*$().'!$R7&
r&F),-.&nN!,+=&X/"1$&I-+%(&)0:'#%JY&9.%$$,$'#;&O+#-&L$V+A0&
"'(&W:"#$,"*"&!0:*(&Q$&F'*"O1:*=&lZ[\&F`vZ_u\f&Sl)37&g9=&
TUgiV=&+##/,QRR4447y),#,!1)$0#>7($*RMrighR,-5!L#+0$'L1().#$>L
-*$!!%!.#,L40#+L%!"01(L-.'L*)-#!%-3-L4()3'L2!L).3-45)3RW&
I-$&2$1:.$$&9A#=&Xccuv`&bc&D`cZe``&D`[`\\]`w`x\&S;)*7&Ti=&
TUgTV=&+##/,QRR4447-157++,7*(AR($$R$!,()$1!R#+!L$!5)*!!L-1#W&
B(.A!.#0(.&D!3-#0.*&#(&#+!&F#-#),&(5&D!5)*!!,&z+!$!0.-s!$&pD!5)L
*!!&B(.A!.#0(.q{=&;/$7&TT=&gi9r=&ghi&G7I7@7F7&g8m7
9&;30,,(.&XOB(..($&!#&-37=&)$'#%"*&9,$%+A"'&Z,,+.%"'#;&+'&#-$&
F'+#$(&/#"#$;=&due_a\ubx&Cb]7&:x[\7&S;)*7&g9=&TUgiV=&+##/,QRR
4447%0*$-#0(./(301>7($*R-$#013!R1!.#$-3L-%!$01-.L0%%0L
*$-.#,L).0#!'L,#-#!,7
M&l!|&K-)"=&C0O&F/&[0%$+.'&\0*+AJ&C$*3$(&)%$"#$&#-$&Z,,+.%"#+0'&
)%+;+;=&@}`&Ia\ubx&SX1#7&gh=&TUgmV=&+##/,QRR4447#+!.-#0(.71(%R
-$#013!R-$1+0A!R+(4L),L5($!0*.L/(301>L+!3/!'L1$!-#!L#+!L0%%0L
*$-#0(.L1$0,0,R7

/-$#01)3-$3>&#+(,!&5$(%&d!"01(=&4+(&-$!&,!!<0.*&$!5L
)*!&0.&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,7m

@+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,&-11!'!'&#(&#+!&giMm&C$(#(1(3&#(&
#+!&D!5)*!!&B(.A!.#0(.&SC$(#(1(3V&0.&giMh=&-.'&#+!.&
B(.*$!,,&!.-1#!'&#+!&D!5)*!!&;1#&0.&gihU7h&&;$#013!&
88&(5&#+!&C$(#(1(3&,#-#!,&#+-#&p.(&B(.#$-1#0.*&F#-#!&
,+-33&!"/!3&7&7&7&-&$!5)*!!&0.&-.>&%-..!$&4+-#,(!A!$&#(&
#+!&5$(.#0!$,&(5&#!$$0#($0!,&4+!$!&z#+!0${&305!&($&5$!!L
'(%&4()3'&2!&#+$!-#!.!'&(.&-11().#&(5&z#+!0${&$-1!=&
$!30*0(.=&.-#0(.-30#>=&%!%2!$,+0/&(5&-&/-$#01)3-$&,(10-3&
*$()/&($&(/0.0(.7qi&&F0%03-$3>=&/)$,)-.#&#(&#+!&:%%0L
*$-#0(.&-.'&I-#0(.-30#>&;1#=&-&F-5!&@+0$'&B().#$>&0,&
(.!&0.&4+01+&#+!&305!&($&5$!!'(%&(5&-&$!%(A!'&/!$,(.&
p4()3'&.(#&2!&#+$!-#!.!'&(.&-11().#&(5&$-1!=&$!30*0(.=&
.-#0(.-30#>=&%!%2!$,+0/&0.&-&/-$#01)3-$&,(10-3&*$()/=&
($&/(30#01-3&(/0.0(.=&-.'&4+!$!&z#+-#&/!$,(.{&4()3'&
+-A!&-11!,,&#(&-&5)33&-.'&5-0$&/$(1!')$!&5($&'!#!$%0.L
0.*&-&13-0%&#(&-,>3)%7qgU&&@+-#&0,=&#+!&1().#$>&%),#&
'!%(.,#$-#!&#+-#&0#&0,&1-/-23!&(5&/$(A0'0.*&,-5!#>=&
,!1)$0#>=&-.'&')!&/$(1!,,&5($&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&4+(&~!!&
/!$,!1)#0(.&2!1-),!&(5&#+!0$&0'!.#0#0!,=&4+!$!&#+!>&4033&
.(#&2!&,)2y!1#!'&#(&0'!.#01-3&($&5)$#+!$&/!$,!1)#0(.7gg
&

n)-#!%-3-=&o(.')$-,=&-.'&E3&F-3A-'($&'(&.(#&6)-3L
05>&-,&F-5!&@+0$'&B().#$0!,&).'!$&G7F7&3-47&@+!&G7F7&
H!/-$#%!.#&(5&F#-#!&$!1(*.0N!,&#+-#&B!.#$-3&;%!$01-.&
%0*$-.#,&5-1!&'-.*!$&0.&2(#+&d!"01(&-.'&n)-#!%-3-&
2!1-),!&*(A!$.%!.#&(t10-3,&-.'&1$0%0.-3&*-.*,&,!!&
#+!%&-,&pA)3.!$-23!&/$!>=q&,),1!/#023!&#(&!"#($#0(.&-.'&
A0(3!.1!7gT&&K)$#+!$=&#+!&G.0#!'&I-#0(.,&o0*+&B(%L
%0,,0(.!$&5($&D!5)*!!,&SGIoBDV&$!/($#!'&#+-#&$!5!$L
$-3&%!1+-.0,%,&0.&#+!,!&1().#$0!,&5($&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&
-$!&0.-'!6)-#!&-.'&#+-#&-)#+($0#0!,�/(301!&
&
&
&
m&/$$=&$S.S=&d01+!33!&d-$<=&@%:,3&]:;#&2$1$%%$(&#0&^'$&01&C+;&
L0;#&Z'1",0:;&)",3"+.'&)0,,$'#;8&)"**+'.&L$V+A"';&_2"3+;#;<=&
^Z[7&:x[u�`_&S;/$7&9=&TUghV=&+##/,QRR44472),0.!,,0.,0'!$71(%R
#$)%/L%!"01-.,L$-/0,#,L$!%-$<L$!5!$!.1!LTUghLr7&
h&D!5)*!!&B(.A!.#0(.=&;:3%"&.(#!&rW&I-$&2$1:.$$&9A#=&;:3%"&.(#!&
rW&GIoBD=&/#"#$;&\"%#+$;&#0&#-$&6`a6&)0'E$'#+0'&2$*"#+'.&#0&#-$&
/#"#:;&01&2$1:.$$;&"'(&#-$&6`?b&\%0#0A0*=&+##/,QRR4447).+1$7($*R
!.L),R/$(#!1#0(.R2-,01R82m82U'M8R,#-#!,L/-$#0!,Lgi9gL1(.A!.L
#0(.L0#,LgiMmL/$(#(1(37+#%37
i&/$$&D!5)*!!&B(.A!.#0(.=&;:3%"&.(#!&r=&-$#7&887
gU&h&G7F7B7&§&gg9hS-VSTVS;V&STUghV7
gg&/$$&nN!,+=&;:3%"&.(#!&r7
12 Id. 

:,,)!&Tk(37&Tr#2*</62$,-)*+6'gT8

Human Rights Brief, Vol. 24, Iss. 2 [2020], Art. 12



-.'&%0*$-#0(.&(t1!$,�3-1<&-'!6)-#!&#$-0.0.*&(.&
$!5)*!!&3-47g8
&

@+!&GIoBD&'!J.!,&-&p,-5!&1().#$>q&-,&-&.(.L$!5)L
*!!L/$(')10.*&1().#$>&0.&4+01+&$!5)*!!,&1-.&!.y(>&
-,>3)%&40#+()#&'-.*!$7gr&&@+!&I($#+!$.&@$0-.*3!&
/$(')1!,&3-$*!&.)%2!$,&(5&$!5)*!!,7&;11($'0.*&#(&#+!&
GIoBD=&0.&TUgh=&(A!$&8U=UUU&n)-#!%-3-.,=&(A!$&
88=UUU&F-3A-'($0-.,=&-.'&(A!$&Tr=UUU&o(.')$-.,&J3!'&
13-0%,&5($&-,>3)%&0.&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,7g9&&:5&/!(/3!&-$!&
~!!0.*&#+!,!&1().#$0!,&2!1-),!&(5&/!$A-,0A!&A0(3!.1!=&
d!"01-.&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&'!/($#!'&#(&#+!,!&1().#$0!,=&
-,&5($!0*.!$,=&4()3'&-3,(&,!!&#+!0$&30A!30+(('&-.'&5$!!L
'(%&#+$!-#!.!'7&@+!&%)3#05-1!#!'&A0(3!.1!&#+-#&4()3'&
#+$!-#!.&#+!0$&30A!30+(('&-.'&5$!!'(%&1(.#$-A!.!,&;$L
#013!&88&(5&#+!&C$(#(1(3=&4+01+&/$(+020#,&$!5()3!%!.#7gM&&
K($&!"-%/3!=&d!"01-.&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&4()3'&.(#&
+-A!&-11!,,&#(&-&5)33&-.'&5-0$&/$(1!')$!&0.&n)-#!L
%-3-&2!1-),!&n)-#!%-3-&'(!,&.(#&+-A!&-&,>,#!%&0.&
/3-1!&1-/-23!&(5&2(#+&*$-.#0.*&-,>3)%&-.'&/$(#!1#0.*&
-,>3)%L,!!<!$,&*0A!.&#+-#&0#&'(!,&.(#&+-A!&,)t10!.#&
0.#!$A0!4&/!$,(..!3&($&,+!3#!$,7gm&&n)-#!%-3-&1$!-#!'&
0#,&(4.&-,>3)%&,>,#!%&0.&TUUg&2)#&#+!&1(%%0,,0(.&
#+-#&-'y)'01-#!,&1-,!,&$-$!3>&!A!.&%!!#,&2!1-),!&0#&
$!1!0A!,&A!$>&5!4&-//301-#0(.,7gh&&d($!(A!$=&(.3>&+0*+&
3!A!3&(t10-3,&1-.&-//$(A!&13-0%,&0.&n)-#!%-3-O,&30%0#L
!'&-,>3)%&,>,#!%=&1-),0.*&p%-,,0A!&2(##3!.!1<,q&0.&-&
,>,#!%&#+-#&0,&.(4&y),#&2!*0..0.*&#(&5).1#0(.=&0.&/-$#&

g8&G7F7&H!/O#&(5&F#-#!=&W:"#$,"*"&4567&C:,"'&2+.-#;&2$30%#&
STUghV=&+##/,QRR4447,#-#!7*(AR4/L1(.#!.#R)/3(-',RTUgiRU8R
nG;@Ed;?;LTUgh7/'57
gr&GIoBD=&Q"AB.%0:'(&H0#$&0'&#-$&/"1$&)0:'#%J&)0'A$3#&c&
2$1:.$$&/#"#:;&d)e/)\e?7&Sl)37&TM=&giigV=&+##/,QRR4447).+1$7
($*R!.L),R!"1(%R,10/R8-!Mh11!1R2-1<*$().'L.(#!L,-5!L1().L
#$>L1(.1!/#L$!5)*!!L,#-#),7+#%37
g9&GIoBD=&W*0P"*&I%$'(;8&[0%A$(&G+;3*"A$,$'#&+'&4567=&+##/,QRR
4447).+1$7($*R!.L),R,#-#0,#01,R).+1$,#-#,R9'Uh'm!!mR).L
+1$L*3(2-3L#$!.',LTUgh7+#%37&
gM&/$$&D!5)*!!&B(.A!.#0(.=&;:3%"&.(#!&r=&-$#7&887
gm&;,+(<-&d)</(=&9;J*:,=/$$B$%;&9%$&Q$+'.&9P"'(0'$(&+'&W:"=
#$,"*"&+'&"&H$O&\0*+AJ&^fA+"*;&)"**&"&XI0#"*&G+;";#$%>Y&;B?G&
Sl-.7&Th=&TUTUV=&+##/,QRR4447-13)7($*R.!4,R+)%-.L$0*+#,R-,>L
3)%L,!!<!$,L-$!L2!0.*L-2-.'(.!'L0.L*)-#!%-3-L0.L-L.!4L/(30L
1>L(t10-3,L1-33L-L#(#-3L'0,-,#!$R7
gh&H-A0'&B&;'-%,=&W:"#$,"*"<;&Xd,P%J0'+AY&9;J*:,&/J;#$,&
D"AB;&)"3"A+#J&#0&/$%E$&";&/"1$&FS/S&\"%#'$%>&dV3$%#;&/"J=&Gxu�uL
[ubx&S;)*7&T=&TUgiV=&+##/,QRR4447).0A0,0(.71(%R).0A0,0(.L.!4,R
0%%0*$-#0(.R*)-#!%-3-,L!%2$>(.01L-,>3)%L,>,#!%L3-1<,L1-/-1L
0#>L#(L,!$A!L-,L,-5!L)L,L/-$#.!$L!"/!$#,L,->7

2!1-),!&(5&#+!&;B;&#$-.,5!$!!,7gi&&@+!&@$)%/&;'%0.L
0,#$-#0(.O,&/$(/(,!'&;B;,&40#+&#+!,!&B!.#$-3&;%!$0L
1-.&1().#$0!,&-$!&.(#&(.3>&1(.#$-'01#($>&#(&#+!&$!-30#>&
(5&#+!&$!*0(.=&2)#&-3,(&).3-45)3&).'!$&2(#+&'(%!,#01&
-.'&0.#!$.-#0(.-3&3-47&FSIS&ES&Q"%%&0,&1)$$!.#3>&/!.'0.*&
0.&5!'!$-3&1()$#=&-&1-,!&1+-33!.*0.*&#+!&;B;,&40#+&
n)-#!%-3-&-.'&(#+!$&,#-#!,&).'!$&G7F7&3-4&-,&-&,!.,!L
3!,,&/(301>&#+-#&%-<!,&-&p%(1<!$>&(5&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,O&
(230*-#0(.,&#(&/$(#!1#&#+!&/!$,!1)#!'7qTU

F!!<0.*&-,>3)%&0,&-&5).'-%!.#-3&+)%-.&$0*+#&!"L
/$!,,!'&0.&;$#013!&gr&(5&#+!&G.0A!$,-3&H!13-$-#0(.&(5&
o)%-.&D0*+#,&SGHoDV7Tg&&o(4!A!$=&#+!,!&10$1)%L
,#-.1!,&'!%(.,#$-#!&+(4&#+!&@$)%/&;'%0.0,#$-#0(.&
0,&10$1)%A!.#0.*&!"0,#0.*&3-4&#(&/$!A!.#&-4-$'0.*&
-,>3)%&,#-#),&#(&/!(/3!&4+(&-$!&~!!0.*&/!$,!1)#0(.=&
!"-1!$2-#!'&/-$#3>&2>&G7F7&5($!0*.&/(301>7&K)$#+!$L
%($!=&).'!$&#+!&:%%0*$-#0(.&-.'&I-#0(.-30#>&;1#=&-33&
-,>3)%&,!!<!$,&4+(&-$$0A!&0.&#+!&G.0#!'&F#-#!,&%->&
-//3>&5($&-,>3)%=&4+!#+!$&-#&-&'!,0*.-#!'&/($#&(5&-$L
$0A-3&($&.(#7TT&&@+!&G7F7&*(A!$.%!.#&%),#&1!-,!&.!*(L
#0-#0.*&#+!,!&203-#!$-3&.!*(#0-#0(.,&40#+&B!.#$-3&;%!$L
01-.&1().#$0!,&-.'&(.3>&1$!-#!&pF-5!&@+0$'&B().#$>q&
-*$!!%!.#,&40#+&1().#$0!,&#+-#&+-A!&#+!&$!,()$1!,&#(&
/$(A0'!&,-5!#>&-.'&#+($()*+&-'%0.0,#$-#0A!&/$(1!,,!,&
#(&'!/($#!'&-,>3)%&,!!<!$,7

gi&G$30%#"#+0'&O+#-&"&D"J0E$%8&["+*:%$&01&\%0#$A#+0'&:'($%&
#-$&F/=W:"#$,"*"&9;J*:,&)003$%"#+E$&9.%$$,$'#=&oZwax&
Due}\[&Pa\v}&Sd->&gi=&TUTUV=&+##/,QRR4447+$47($*R$!L
/($#RTUTURU9RgiR'!/($#-#0(.L3->(A!$R5-03)$!L/$(#!1#0(.L).L
'!$L),L*)-#!%-3-L-,>3)%L1((/!$-#0A!�7&
TU&W%0:3;&[+*$&[$($%"*&D"O;:+#&)-"**$'.+'.&I%:,3&9(,+'+;#%"=
#+0'<;&/0=)"**$(&_/"1$&I-+%(&)0:'#%J<&9;J*:,&\0*+AJ=&;B?G&Sl-.7&
g9=&TUTUV=&+##/,QRR4447-13)7($*R/$!,,L$!3!-,!,R*$()/,LJ3!L5!'L
!$-3L3-4,)0#L1+-33!.*0.*L#$)%/L-'%0.0,#$-#0(.,L,(L1-33!'L,-5!L
#+0$'7
Tg&n7;7&D!,7&Tgm&S:::V&;=&G.0A!$,-3&H!13-$-#0(.&(.&o)%-.&D0*+#,=&
-$#7&gr&SH!17&gU=&girhV7
TT&h&G7F7B7&§&gg9hS-VSgV&STUghV7

k(37&Tr :,,)!&T #2*</62$,-)*+6' gTr

: U.S. "Asylum Cooperative Agreements" With Central American Countries Are Unlawful



=-0:/<$>0/5616:($16<$
?/6</0$@1'/<$

A3-)/6:/$36$B1236$
&+/03:1

PJ&L+%"'("&)"%'$;K
&
&

&
G.'!$&0.#!$.-#0(.-3&+)%-.&$0*+#,&3-4=&4(%!.&-.'&
*0$3,&+-A!&-&$0*+#&#(&!6)-30#>=&305!=&.(.L'0,1$0%0.-#0(.=&
-.'&-&305!&5$!!&5$(%&,!")-3&A0(3!.1!7g&&:.&/-$#01)3-$=&#+!&
;%!$01-.&B(.A!.#0(.&(.&o)%-.&D0*+#,&*)-$-.#!!,&
#+!&$0*+#&#(&305!=&#+!&$0*+#&#(&+)%-.!&#$!-#%!.#=&-.'&
#+!&$0*+#&#(&!6)-3&/$(#!1#0(.&).'!$&#+!&3-47T&;''0#0(.L
-33>=&2!1-),!&#!!.-*!&*0$3,&-$!&1+03'$!.=&#+!>&$!6)0$!&-&
+!0*+#!.!'&3!A!3&(5&/$(#!1#0(.&5$(%&#+!0$&*(A!$.%!.#&
-.'&#+!&0.#!$.-#0(.-3&3!*-3&5$-%!4($<7&
X.&X1#(2!$&h=&TUTU=&10A03&,(10!#>&($*-.0N-#0(.,&5$(%&
#+!&?-#0.&;%!$01-.&$!*0(.&'0,1),,!'&/$V:"*&g+0=
*$'A$>&[0%A$(&\%$.'"'AJ>&"'(&9AA$;;&#0&C$"*#-&/$%E+A$;&
(:%+'.&#-$&)^gZG=6`&\"'($,+A78&@+!&($*-.0N-#0(.,&
$!/$!,!.#!'&#+!&$0*+#,&(5&4(%!.&0.&C!$)=&E1)-'($=&
n)-#!%-3-=&B(3(%20-=&I01-$-*)-=&E3&F-3A-'($=&-.'&
?-#0.&;%!$01-=&0.&*!.!$-37&:.&#+!0$&(/!.0.*&$!%-$<,=&
#+!&10A03&,(10!#>&($*-.0N-#0(.,&+0*+30*+#!'&#+!&'0$!&
,0#)-#0(.&(5&>().*&*0$3,&0.&#+!&?-#0.&;%!$01-.&$!L
*0(.=&.(#0.*&#+-#&?-#0.&;%!$01-&0,&#+!&(.3>&$!*0(.&0.&
#+!&4($3'&4+!$!&/$!*.-.10!,&(5&*0$3,&).'!$&5()$#!!.&
�&L+%"'("&)"%'$;&+;&"&6D&"#&9,$%+A"'&F'+E$%;+#J&1%0,&9;-$E+**$>&
H)S&/-$&.%"(:"#$(&1%0,&W$0%.$#0O'&F'+E$%;+#J&O+#-&"&QS/S&+'&Z'=
#$%'"#+0'"*&\0*+#+A;&"'(&"&,+'0%&+'&D"#+'&9,$%+A"'&/#:(+$;S&9T$%&
.%"(:"#+'.>&L+%"'("&;3$'#&"&J$"%&#$"A-+'.&d'.*+;-&+'&L$V+A0&";&"&
[:*P%+.-#&d'.*+;-&I$"A-+'.&9;;+;#"'#S&/-$&+;&3";;+0'"#$&"P0:#&-:=
,"'&%+.-#;&"'(&-03$;&#0&3:%;:$&"&A"%$$%&+'&Z'#$%'"#+0'"*&C:,"'&
2+.-#;&D"OS&&
g&:;BoD=&g+0*$'A$&"'(&G+;A%+,+'"#+0'&"."+';#&!0,$'&"'(&W+%*;=&
¶&g=&X;FRF!$7?RkR::&H(1&T88&SI(A!%2!$&TUgiV7
T&/$$&;%!$01-.&B(.A!.#0(.&(.&o)%-.&D0*+#,&pC-1#&(5&F-.&
l(,!=&B(,#-&D01-q=&I(A7&TT=&giMi&F7&@$!-#>&H(17&I(7&i9LTgWggrr&
G7I7@7F7gT8W&X7;7F7@7F7&I(7&8MW&i&:7?7d7&ii&SgimUV&-#&-$#=&r=9=M7
8&/$V:"*&E+0*$'A$&10%A$(&3%$.'"'AJ&"'(&"AA$;;&#0&-$"*#-&;$%E+A$;&+'&
#-$&A0'#$V#&01&#-$&)^gZG=6`&3"'($,+A=&gmm&F!,,0(.&C!$0('&C)2301&
o!-$0.*,=&:;BoD&SX1#(2!$&h=&TUTUV7

I-$&2$.+0'"*&/J;#$,;&;$A#+0'&10**0O;&#-$&($A+;+0';&"'(&
A0'A*:;+0';&01&P0#-&#-$&Z'#$%=9,$%+A"'&)0,,+;;+0'&
10%&C:,"'&2+.-#;&"'(&#-$&Z'#$%=9,$%+A"'&)0:%#&01&
C:,"'&2+.-#;S&I-$&10**0O+'.&"%#+A*$;&$V",+'$&;0,$&
01&#-$&+;;:$;&#-"#&#-$&Z'#$%=9,$%+A"'&)0,,+;;+0'&
"((%$;;$(&"#&+#;&,0;#&%$A$'#&-$"%+'.;S

:,,)!&Tk(37&TrC/53-61)$#('2/+'gT9

Human Rights Brief, Vol. 24, Iss. 2 [2020], Art. 12


	U.S. "Asylum Cooperative Agreements" With Central American Countries Are Unlawful
	Recommended Citation

	HRB 24.2 FINAL 6 DEC.pdf

